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(Al-Fasih) In this part I have discussed the material of the book,
its sources, quotaions, and author’s way in interpretation. Then
I mentioned some of his opinions such as his attitude towards
Tha’lab and Al-Fasih. I have also given samples of the conflicting
questions between Al-Kuffiyeen and Al-Basriyeen in language
and grammar. Then I pointed out the views of Ibn Al-J abban ab-
out these. problems, and I discussed the errors in the language of
common people and the differences in dialects and words assiwi-
lated with Arabic.
IV. Description of the manuscrip and my method of deiting.
In editing this book I have depended on two copies, one writ-
ten in 380 (H.) during the anthor’s life, or this is the basis of my re-
search; I didn’t depend on the other but bittle became of the
errors found in it. Then I pointer out the method.I edltery, the -
idioms, and the mechs I used in the edition. _
" Asis the second part, it includes the book (Sharh Al-Fasih)
or interpretation Al-Fasih) or is deirded in to thirty chapters. The
- this part I bor Al-Jabbar esplained literary diction supporting his
explanstion by referring to Al-Qura’an, Hadith, literary, poetry
as the speech of the Arabs whom lenguage is defendable, I hope
that I have succeeded in my research.



1. The author (his name and family —his upbringing and
life— his education and scholastic place —his poetry— his birth -
and death —his works). ‘

The authore is Abu Mansur Mohammad Bin Ali Bin Al-
Jabban Al-Asfahani, a lingust, grammarian, literary man, poet,
a scholar of the fourth century (H.) and the beginning of the fifth
century (H.) People benefited greatly from him at the time and
they referred to him. He came to Baghdad in 391 and died in 416
(H.) One of his desciples was Abu Ali Al-Farsi, the grammarian
who died in 377 (H.), and among his students was Abdul-Wahid
Bin Ali Bin Burhan Al-Assadi who died in 456 (H.).

His works are:

A. Al-Shamil fi Lugha (A comprehensive Study in Lan-
guage).

B. Abniyat al-Afa’al (Structure of Verbs).

C. Intihaz Al-Furas fi Tafsir Al-Magqlub fi Kalam Al-Arab
(The attempts to interpret what is reversed in Arabic speech).

D. Sharh Fasih Tha’lab.

(The interpretation of Fasih Tha’lab) And this is the book
that I have edited.

II. The book (Al-Fasih) by Inmam Ahmed Bin Yehya, known as
‘Tha’lab, who died in 291 (H.).

(Tha’lab’s lifa—the book (Al-Fasih)— the originaly and source of
Al-Fasih, his reputation— his interpretations).

In this part I have made a comparison between two inter-
pretations in transcript for Al-Fasih, one by Immam Ahmed Bin
Muhammad Ai-Marzuqi who died in 421 (H.), and the other is by
Ibn Hisham Al-Lakhmi Al-Andalusi, who died in 570 (H.), and
I have given samples from both interpretations.

" III. The author’s method and his opinions about his book

. XY )
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Sharh Fasih Tha’lab
by
Ibn Al-Jabban (c. — 416 Hijra)

In thesis, I have tries to give myself a place among lovers
of literary heritage. I found that the best way to do so is to study
our Arabic philology. Thus 1 may ensure for muself a treasure
which links me with the present and the past. I hope that I shall
not fail to deal with the products of culture.

Some pedantics suspect that our language can adapt itselfe to
modern times or to assimilate the new. I should say that active re-
search continues to re-create the heritage of our language and to
give rebirth to the criginal cultural elements as they are refelected
in Al-Qura’n and literature which affords a wealth of pleasure
and beauty.

, Every research student has an aim and if it is fulfilled, it gives
great joy and comfort. So my desire to re-create our orginal herit-
age, which abounds in various aspects of eduction and culture, has
made me write thesis.

- The book which I have edited is (Sharh Fasih Tha’lab).
A deep desire overwhelmed me to perform this important study
in language, especially because itd author is the worthy linguist
(Abu Mansur Ibn Al') abban). The reader will find in this book
the effort of the author and the wide knowledge in subtle elements
of language, grammar, rhetoric, prosody, Theology, Al-Qura’an
and Al’hadith.

The thesis is devidzd into two major parts, The first isa com-
prehensive study of the author and his present work, and -the
second is my editing of the book. The book includes four chapters,
namely:
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